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Scholarships 

Traditional and At-Large Scholarships
Riverland Energy will award thirty 
$1,000 scholarships to high school 
seniors whose parent or legal guardian 
resides in the
Riverland Energy service territory.
Luck of the Draw $5,000 Scholarship
Continuing this year, we will be 
drawing one recipient from all 
applicants present at the Annual 
Meeting for a $5,000 scholarship.
Applications with details and 
qualifications can be found on our 
website. The application deadline 
for all scholarships is 4:00 p.m. 
March 20, 2026. 

Provided by Kristina Marsolek, Finance 
Manager
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Month of March

Billing Date: 
March 1, 2026

(February usage)

Current amount due: 

March 31, 2026

Please continue making 
payments to avoid 

disconnection.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

As spring arrives, take advantage of 
milder temperatures to save energy 
at home. Open windows on pleasant 
days to bring in fresh air instead of 
running your HVAC system. It’s also 
a great time to replace dirty air filters, 
which helps your system run more 
efficiently and improves indoor air 
quality. As daylight increases, turn 
off unnecessary lights and rely on 
natural sunlight when possible. Small 
seasonal adjustments like these can 
reduce energy use, lower monthly bills 
and help keep your home comfortable 
as winter transitions into spring.

Understanding the Demand Charge
The demand charge is a fee that’s based on your highest electricity usage at a 
single point in time. It reflects the highest rate at which your household uses 
power—not the total amount of energy consumed over time. While energy 
charges are calculated using the total electricity used during the month 
measured in kilowatt-hours (kWh), demand charges focus on the peak level of 
power usage, measured in kilowatts (kW).

Riverland Energy measures demand in 15-minute intervals. This means your 
demand charge is calculated by taking the highest 15-minute period during the 
hours of 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. throughout that billing cycle and is multiplied by our 
demand rate of $1.00. For example, if your peak demand in a month is 5 kW 
and the demand charge is $1.00 per kW, your demand charge for that month 
would be $5.00. 

This fee structure ensures that costs are shared fairly among members. The 
demand charge helps cover the cost of maintaining infrastructure, like 
transformers and power lines, needed to handle high demand. It ensures the 
system is reliable for everyone and allocates cost based on those who place the 
greatest strain on the grid.  The demand charge also provides members with 
ways to manage their bills, like shifting electricity use to off-peak hours (9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m.) or staggering the use of major appliance during peak hours rather 
than running them all at once. 

By using electricity thoughtfully, you can lower your demand reading and 
reduce your overall bill.


